To begin, watch...

“Leonard Bernstein: Young People’s Concerts
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- What is a Melody, Part 1"
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New Terms:

Melody - An organized series of pitches.

Tune - A type of melody that is a singable pattern of, like a
song, complete in itself without further development.

Theme - A type of melody that creates a singable pattern

that is developed throughout the piece. This type of melody
IS used as a prlmary mode of melody in orchestral mu5|c
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Richard Wagner

(1813-1883)
Composer

X v?‘& [l
J = EA W




New Opera Style

Music Drama - new sub-genre of opera that united music
and drama as equal partners

Gesamtkunstwerk - means “total art work”

A synthesis of all arts, each self-sufficient yet inextricable
from one another




Leitmotif - brief,“reoccurring musical theme,
associated within a particular piece of music
with a particular person, place or idea”... that
is... ‘characterized by a single harmonic or
rhythmic trait”




Leitmotifs are often used in film
scores to connect larger ideas, such as
in “Starwars’’.

Read the following information about
Leitmotifs in Starwars:

(copy an paste the following links into a new browser window)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_D0ZQPqeJkk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_D0ZQPqeJkk

Darth Vader Theme:

Read: academic.depauw.edu/aevans web/honr101-02/webpages/
spring2006/rooney(jessica)/starwarsleitmotifdarthvader.htm

Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNv5sPu0C1E
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNv5sPu0C1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNv5sPu0C1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QrbAg3zkpg4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QrbAg3zkpg4

Watch

“Leonard Bernstein: Young People’s Concerts
- What is a Melody, Part 2”

(copy and paste link into a new browser window)

https://youtu.be/O09V4NOQKOKI
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https://youtu.be/O09V4NQkOKI
https://youtu.be/O09V4NQkOKI

Tristan and Isolde (1865)
Opera by Richard Wagner

-Read Synopsis of Opera Here:
www.metopera.org//user-information/synopses-archive/
tristan-und-isolde

-Libretto written by Wagner in Stabrheim, “staff-rhyme”,

a free poetic German style of poetry from the Middle Ages

. oL . + . N 3 . ' o T L PR . ' A ) o, Y » R
% 3 st (S B o Ay = AN Ry il L 3 e g S Rrp ol 5.5 N K i N Aot ] AL ol s Tie it o o' LS T R b e T R P et YO PLE - Ryt~ . -
' B P B Y i R PRATTRT PR e et S . o Ye 2 Rt A T . B M R o A R . i T Aty e Sy sl d D PR e . C S S R, oy P B TR P Sl (Bt e
St .-,5"\; A ,t b8 = S ‘§..“.'. g pA LR .1_'._.-"‘ A e A T TP r\. ,‘l .‘:_'-_._, N e B ok o i e LR (R Rl T :;‘.;. o L bie Ea et I, 5. k—‘k’“‘}" J,. il i S O

o i g 215 3% A AW % P wky’ 2R che g ke rh o e R R T i Benes Lhoapt e BT A Y Ry Y T R 18 Doy AN

X3 A AN PEAN LELS8 S v o e A S P st S Wb o L S e g RS e X y? et Pl 0 A NP LN e ubdls L o bl v § 00 v Pl e o SRR DRt g SI ety ol LAns SN

e e R -) e SRR R O e R e .:..J‘v'". RO S ATt IR -r‘_._‘;., i s A BN PRy T VAP - A 7 4_....[.’? P RAETN Y e oaFiae e SNSRI LR s ol L2
o & o ooy & | L e ¥ [ “ > o} A o, . 1 [ g . - - N A \ Vo . <



http://www.metopera.org//user-information/synopses-archive/tristan-und-isolde
http://www.metopera.org//user-information/synopses-archive/tristan-und-isolde
http://www.metopera.org//user-information/synopses-archive/tristan-und-isolde
http://www.metopera.org//user-information/synopses-archive/tristan-und-isolde

Stabrheim Example:*I”,"n”,“sch”
(from Act 2, Tristan and Isolde)

(copy and paste link into a new browser window)

Play: https://youtu.be/rx4B9G2-lol?t=499
(8:20-9:27)

Losche des Lichtes letzten Schein!

Dass ganz sie sich neige, winke der Nacht!

0 v i ¥ " > £ n L L 8 ; L] ) L&
i - Schon gross sie ihr Schweigen durch Hainund
o TR Al SRR S L i e M B LS By L) MR A BT R S Nt AN ) S AL s R e A e e B R R U e S
{ 5 S A A T SR b .\'.":“"T}',"w"-"?-“"" fhes SR aNS R ‘_.."Jj"- O LRIy B PRI Ex vl I 1‘7!"‘-.v-’f'-'_":'-.-".'"-.‘.":?: 5 ."f-:‘jt'i-";- R A N "'i?"‘"u';ﬂ 5’_"’.":‘-"-, W% RS T AR R g ,.‘*,‘;‘:.’-"ff--» T 20 S AERTR R LT B e )
’ v ol ¢ d o g e 4 ’ - > - B e e Ve . 2 okS . N T - Ll M SR 2r Y

>



https://youtu.be/rx4B9G2-loI?t=499
https://youtu.be/rx4B9G2-loI?t=499

Wagner’s Orchestration:

-Much larger orchestra than Verdi or Rossini

-Greater prominence of brass instruments
and introduction of tubas
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Leitmotif - “reoccurring musical theme, associated within
a particular piece of music with a particular person, place
or idea” that is “characterized by a single harmonic or
rhythmic trait”

-Leitmotifs are musical representatives of narrative

-A Leltmotlf is a brlef mu5|cal f‘gure that s capable of
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Tonal Harmony is based on tension-release
(dissonance/consonance)

-Delaying harmonic resolution (release of the tension)
challenges the expectations of the listener

-Fluctuating musical tension evokes psychological,
emotional, and sexual tension
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Examples of Leitmotifs in Tristan and Isolde:

(copy and paste links into a new browser window)

|. Longing and Desire
(with Tristan Chord highlighted at the end)
https:/lyoutu.be/FcQeTCsQ5w4

2. Glance
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https://youtu.be/FcQeTCsQ5w4
https://youtu.be/FcQeTCsQ5w4
https://youtu.be/NE2gTGG6k_Y
https://youtu.be/NE2gTGG6k_Y
https://youtu.be/Vjk9HaGEnvA
https://youtu.be/Vjk9HaGEnvA
https://youtu.be/bzQkCRTW_b4
https://youtu.be/bzQkCRTW_b4

Endless Melody - fluid and continuous musical writing without the

normal divisions of aria/recitative/etc.

Throughout Tristan and Isolde, the tension continues to build
throughout the opera until the resolution of the Tristan Chord in
Isolde’s “Liebestod” (“Love-Death”) at the end of the opera.

Softly and gently Star-haloed
how he smiles, rising higher
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Watch Isolde’s Liebestod now:

(copy and paste link into a new browser window)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9680zhMmIigM



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9680zhMmIqM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9680zhMmIqM

